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Murder In Astoria

by Judi Willing, arts@qchron.com
01/18/2007
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The event is a murder mystery dinner show by the
Killing Kompany. | arrive at Riccardo’s, the welh&wn
Astoria restaurant near the Triborough Bridge.

The place is lit up like a Christmas tree. tfimy seat at
table 15. | am seated opposite Camilla MarianoMady
Ann Stahl, who | have never met before. | find thatt they
live in the neighborhood; they are good friendstbe
buddies who like to go out together, particuladythe
theater.

A crowd of about 180 is already in full party deo
wanting a good time. Most have already eaten thair
cocktails. There is a line for additional appetizand
drinks. The appetizers are meals in themselvesijllbeand
fried chicken are good, but the cheese cubes ddcham
slices go untouched.

As we eat our appetizers and get acquainted)duisey
from the NYPD visits our table, asking if everythiis OK.
He is in uniform, walks and talks like a New Yorbps but
something is not right. He wears brown hiking bpotslinary black pants without a side seam, anddgb
number 3100. He eats meatballs in tomato saucejamoits.
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Our next visitors are Jim and Artie Mitchell, avblaim to be brothers. They do not look alike, aage wildly
different ties. They look sleazy, and claim to havade a 1972 skin flick called “Behind the GreerobbThey do
not appear to like each other.

Our third visitor is a reporter from the Natibivaquirer. | assume that she is being professigmailite by
coming over. Her name is Marilyn Spanier and shetioes that she writes romance novels. She gives me
bookmarks from two of her published books, “Foréward “Strangers in the Night.” She looks just likeeporter,
slightly harassed, with eyes everywhere. Aftertsii® gone | think, National Inquirer? | do not réegbaper with
this name—maybe it's a paper in Brooklyn.

The next visitor takes our orders for dinner—&bn, beef or salmon? Dorsey blows his whistletice that the
doors to the foyer are shut.

Using the microphone, and not attempting tosgehce, Dorsey welcomes us to the event, andseiz few
ground rules: Do not molest people if you see tiéth a gun. If you see a gun, cover you ears; gohishioud.

In the midst of all this, a man enters througtide door wearing a torn white shirt covered uh paint, and
collapses. With a minimum of fuss, he is draped avieolley and wheeled out by the Mitchell brother

Dorsey picks various members of the audien@®ioe up to the microphone; his repartee with tremhiat
makes the evening so popular. Dorsey acts as thoeighjust doing his job as an NYPD officer, uneavidat he
is being funny. He does not linger on a joke, &eté to a deeper level. He moves right along &ikeop issuing a
traffic summons, eager to get on and out.

One man gives his job as “a professional aldolidDorsey replies, quick as lightening, “give tihran some
water; he's been passing it all evening.”

One woman says she is a banker. Dorsey inqoiresr boyfriend, “so you get penalties for earlighgdrawal?”

To one kid in the 12th grade, Dorsey confidétss ‘my favorite grade—did it for five years.”

The audience loves it all. Dorsey is convincasga police officer, and “very good,” accordingstahl.

Somewhere among the banter, clues are beinlisbed. Most people come to “enjoy the humor dred t
jokes—they want to be part of the show. Everyomeigs the evidence,” explains Jon Avner, writethefshow.

There is a second murder. It occurs during JitciMIl's karaoke rendition of “New York, New YorkThe
audience hardly notices the body; they are singlogg wildly and swaying in their seats.

Mariano and Stahl are in raptures, clappinguphmut. The unfortunate victim is the reporter fritra National
Inquirer. She has been shot in the head.

An update is needed. The case is bogged dovatKi” is required. Someone sends for the “maclys.gu

Darin Chumbley arrives wearing a police unifobut he is a dancing cop—Chippendale style. Cleadly
trained, he dances at the end the room, and theesnp the aisle, taking liberties with the lades] removing
some of his clothes.

During all this, another man drops dead, tmigetfrom cyanide poisoning. Domonic Marcus playswuieém.
The Mitchell brothers drag away his corpse. Mareusained actor, does a terrific job playing dead.

A small but delicious ice cream sundae is sewigld coffee. Some folks get up and dance, othgrotwork out
who committed the three murders.

No one at my table has any idea. | ask Maridshe has been able to follow the story. “Not rgakhe replies,
“It's too much to absorb, it's overwhelming. | cdult really see or hear.”

Dorsey returns to solve the crime. No one haseceven close to guessing who did it. Someone shimét
Michael O’Kane, the Queens Chronicle photograptielrjt.

The denouement points to a serial killer whéskileople in the movie business, and another dalied who
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kills serial killers, vigilante style. The complgiot is based on a story from the TV show “Dexter.”

Dorsey reveals himself as no other than Avnenek writes the shows and can tailor them for camgsaand
organizations. The next Killing Kompany show in Ajs titled “Murder at the IRS,” and will take pia at
Riccardo’s.

Anyone who wants to be a guest suspect, or widddo surprise someone else, should e mail Aater
killingkompany@Zkillingkompany.com

| ask Mariano if she has enjoyed herself. Slye she loved the show and would come again. “Tmednwof
Dorsey kept it all very upbeat. He is a good mast&eremonies, and the meal is okay.”

For a sneak peek at crimes scheduled for Quieghs near future, visit www .killingkompany.com ceill (888)
SHOOTEM.

Email to a friend Post a Comment Printer-friendly Top

SEARCH: Site Advanced Search

Classifieds | Yellow Pages |Today's Ads |News

http://zwire.townnews.biz/site/news.cfm?notn=1&mret®newsid=17727456&BRD=2731&PAG=461&dept id=575601i&... 1/18/200



